In the course of those reflections 011 
If this be the peculiar condition of the brain, and if the obstacle to the free depletion of its vessels depend mainly on the cerebral system being defended from the weight and pressure of the atmosphere by the solid and unyielding cranium, it seemed probable, that, by removing a portion of the skull, and allowing the atmosphere to gravitate upon the brain, we should succeed in producing a much greater depletion of its vessels by general bloodletting than can be otherwise effected.
To ascertain this point, a portion of the cranium of a dog was removed by the trephine. The dura mater was wounded by the saw, and blood flowed from the surface of the brain. The brain was observed to rise and fall alternately, but so as always to fill the cranium ; so that the rise was a sort of protrusion through the opening which had been made. One of the carotid arteries was opened, and in a minute or two afterwards there was an evident gradual sinking of the brain from the margin of the opening. While the blood yet flowed from the carotid, the animal was suspended by the ears, with the view of producing the greatest possible depletion of the vessels of the brain, and allowed to remain in this posture for three hours after death. A blister was applied to the nape of the neck, and in a few hours from the time it began to act, the power of swallowing was recovered. On the 4th, however, the dysphagia returned, and was again relieved by blistering the external fauces.
The relief, however, was of short duration. On the 6th the child could swallow nothing, and notwithstanding every remedy used, the power of deglutition could never be restored. 
